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INDIA alliance govt will create crores Def minister shouldn't lower his dignity by uttering
‘blatant falsehoods': Chidambaram slams Rajnath

of 'lakhpatis': Rahul Gandhi

AMRAVATI (MAHA-
RASHTRA), APR 24:
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday claimed that
10 years of Narendra Modi
government saw only 22-25
persons becoming billion-
aires, but if the INDIA al-
liance is voted to power, it will
turn crores of people into
"lakhpatis".

Addressing a rally in Ma-
harashtra's Amravati district,
Gandbhi also said no force in
the world can change the
Constitution of India.

He reiterated that caste
census will be done on priority
ifthe INDIA alliance is voted
to power and itwill also waive
farmers'loans.

The Congress, which is a
partof the opposition INDIA
alliance, has listed the Maha-
laxmi scheme and the right to
apprenticeship among its
various promises made in its
manifesto for the ongoing
Lok Sabhapolls.

The former Congress pres-
ident claimed that 10 years of
PM Modi's rule saw 22-25
persons becoming "arab-
patis" (billionaires), while the
INDIA alliance, if voted to
power, will create crores of
"lakhpatis".
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The Mahalaxmi scheme,
aiming to provide Rs 1 lakh
every year to the poor
women, and the right to ap-
prenticeship, which aims to
enable graduates and
diplomaholderstogetaone-
year job as apprentices and
provide Rs 1 lakh in their
bank accounts, will change
the face of the country and
make crores of "lakhpatis”, he
said. After the end of one-
year apprenticeship, India
will have atrained and skilled
workforce, he said.

The Wayanad MP claimed
the BJP wanted to change the
Constitution because it did
not want 90 per cent of the

population, which comprises
the backwards, advisasis
(tribals), Dalits and minori-
ties, toknow their real poten-
tial.

Describing the Constitu-
tionasthe "voice" of the poor,
he said, "No force in the
world can change the Consti-
tution, wonder what gave the
BJP confidence to even think
ofdoingso."

"The Constitution is not
just a book, but a weapon of
the poor,” he said and
claimed 22-25 persons were
helping Modi to destroy it.

The poor, Dalits, back-
wards, minorities, poor from
the general category, adivasis

comprise 90 per cent of the
population and they do not
have a representation in the
corporate, government and
mediafields, Gandhi said.

"There are 15 per cent Dal-
its, 8 per centadivasis, 50 per
cent OBCs, 15 per cent mi-
norities, five per cent poor
from the general category.
Since they do not have arep-
resentation, issues related to
them are not highlighted as
they should be," he said.

The Congress leader said
the right to apprenticeship
will create a trained work-
force inayear's time besides
providing Rs 1 lakh in their
bankaccounts.

A commission will be set
up to take a call on when the
farmers' crop loans need to
be waived, he said.

The INDIA alliance gov-
ernment will waive farmers'
loans, Gandhi said.

"There is no dearth of
money in the country. Ifloans
of the rich are waived, same
rule should apply to farmers
and the poor, | am only ask-
ing for justice," he said.

Elections to the Amravati
and seven other Lok Sabha
seats in Maharashtra will be
held on April 26.

SC seeks clarification from EC on functioning
of EVMs, calls poll panel official at 2 pm

NEW DELHI, APR 24:
The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought clarifica-
tion from the Election Com-
mission on certain aspects
regarding the functioning of
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs), and summoned a
senior poll panel official at 2
pm.

Abench of Justices Sanjiv
Khannaand Dipankar Datta,
which has reserved its ver-
dict on a batch of pleas seek-
ing complete cross-verifica-
tion of votes cast using EVMs
with Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT), said it
needs clarification on certain
aspects as there was some
confusion in answers given

by the EC in its 'frequently
asked questions' (FAQs) on
EVMs.

"We don't want to be
wrong but doubly sure inour

findings and hence we
thought of seeking the clarifi-
cation," the bench told Addi-
tional Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati who was

appearing for the EC.
Itasked Bhati to call senior
Deputy Election Commis-
sioner Nitesh Kumar Vyas at
2PM. Vyas had earlier givena
presentation to the court on
the functioning of the EVMs.
It flagged some points on
which the court wanted clar-
ification which relates to
storage of EVMs, microchip
in the controlling unit of
EVMs and other aspects.
The VVPAT isan indepen-
dentvote verification system
which enables electors to see
whether their votes have
been cast correctly.
On April 18, the top court
reserved its verdict on the
batch of pleas.

Hemant Soren moves SC, says HC not
pronouncmg verdlct on his plea against arrest

NEW DELHI, APR 24:
Former Jharkhand Chief
Minister Hemant Soren on
Wednesday moved the
Supreme Court, saying the
high court is not pronounc-
ing verdict on his plea chal-
lenging arrest by the En-
forcement Directorate in a
money laundering case.

Abench of Justices Sanjiv
Khannaand Dipankar Datta
was told by senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, appearing for
Soren, that the high court
had reserved its verdict on
February 28 on his plea but
still no decision has been de-

livered.
Sorenwas arrested on Jan-

uary 3linthe case after he re-
signed as the Jharkhand

chief minister, and party loy-
alistand state transport min-
ister Champai Soren was
named as his successor.

He was arrested after be-
ing grilled by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) for
seven hoursin the case.

The ED is probing the al-
leged "huge amounts of pro-
ceeds of crime generated by
manipulation of official
records by showing dummy
sellersand purchasersinthe
guise of forged/bogus docu-
ments to acquire huge
parcels of land having value
incrores'.

Delhi court grants time to Arvind Kejriwal to
file response In case C of evading summonses

NEW DELHI,APR24: A
Delhi court on Wednesday
granted time to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal to file re-
sponse to the replies filed by
the ED on his two petitions
seeking revisionagainstanor-
der on allegedly evading the
agency'ssummonsesintheex-
cise policy case.

Kejriwal had approached
the special courtagainstanor-
der passed by a magisterial
court summoning him on a
complaintfiled by the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) for al-
legedly evading the agency's
summonsesinthecase.

Special Judge Rakesh Syal
on Wednesday granted two
weeksto Kejriwal tofile rejoin-
der on the ED's reply on the
AAP convener'sappeals.

The court's directions came

after Kejriwal's lawyers sought
time, saying they could not get
instructions from him as he
hasbeenarrestedbythe EDin
thecase.

The court will now hear the
pleaonMay 14.

Kejriwal wasarrested by the
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ED on March 21. He is cur-

rently injudicial custody.

The Delhi chiefminister had
challenged the summons is-
sued by the magisterial court
after taking cognisance of two
complaints filed by the ED for
evadingsummonsesissuedto

him.

The ED filedacomplaint be-
fore the magisterial courtseek-
ing prosecution of Kejriwal for
skipping multiple summonses
issued tohiminthe case linked
tothe now-scrapped Delhi ex-
cisepolicy.

NEW DELHI, APR 24:
Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Wednes-
day hitback at Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh over his
voicing support to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
‘redistribution of wealth' re-
marks and said the Defence
Minister should not lower his
dignity by uttering such "bla-
tantfalsehoods".

Chidambaram also asked
Singhwhere in the Congress
manifesto there was a men-
tion of redistribution of as-
setstoinfiltrators.

"l am disappointed that a
sober politician like Mr Raj-
nath Singh should speak
falsehoods.

Economic Times has re-
ported his speech where he
had said that it was men-
tioned in the Congress' Man-
ifesto that 'Congress would
grab assets of the people and

redistribute them to infiltra-
tors'," Chidambaram said.

"l want to ask Mr Rajnath
Singh, 'on which page of the
Congress' Manifesto did you
read that statement?

Was Mr Rajnath Singh
reading a document written
by ghosts in invisible ink?"

d
the former Union minister
said.

The defence minister
should not lower his dignity
by uttering such "blatant
falsehoods", Chidambaram
said.

On Tuesday night, Chi-
dambaram said, "The patho-

logical fear of defeat has dri-
ven the BJP leaders to make
outrageous allegations, and
I am sorry for them. What
else explains the bizarre
claim that the Congress will
seize the mangalsutra,
streedhan and Temple prop-
erties, and redistribute
them?"

Even the most die-hard
supporter of the BJP will not
believe these "meaningless
utterances", he said.

"l wonder what the RSS
leaders privately think of
these statements," he said.

"ltwasaCongress govern-
ment that introduced liber-
alisation, advocated a free
and open economy, and en-
couraged private enterprise.
Toaccuse the Congress of be-
ing influenced by Maoist or
Marxist ideology is beyond
absurdity," he said in an-
other post.

IED explosion damages bridge on NH 2 in Manipur

IMPHAL, APR 24: A
bridge on the National High-
way 2 in ethnic violence-hit
Manipur's Kangpokpi dis-
trict was partially damaged
inan IED explosion early on
Wednesday, disrupting traf-
ficmovementin the area, po-
lice said.

The blast occurred on the
bridge between Sapermeina
and Koubru Leikha areas
around 12.45 am, an officer
said.

No casualties were re-
ported so far in the impro-
vised explosive device (IED)
blast, he said.

Three craters and cracks
on both ends of the bridge
were noticed, the officer said.

cles has been stopped on the
bridge connecting Manipur's

Movement of I heavy veh|-'

capital Imphal W|th Naga—
land's Dimapur.
Minutes after the explo-

sion, police personnel rushed
to the spot and cordoned off
the bridge, he said, adding
thatan investigation into the
IED blast has been initiated.

Some two-wheelers, how-
ever, were seen plyingonthe
bridge this morning.

The IED explosion oc-
curred hours after gunfights
broke out between village
volunteers of the two warring
communities in Imphal
West district.

Over 200 people have
been killed and thousands
rendered homeless in ethnic
violence in Manipur between
Imphal Valley-based Meiteis
and adjacent hills-based
Kukis since May last year.

Electoral bonds: Plea in SC seeks SIT probe into
pro quo between parties, corporates

alleged quic

NEW DELHI 24: Aplea
has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking a
court-monitored probe by
an special investigation
team (SIT) into the alleged
instances of "apparent quid
pro quo" between political
parties, corporates and offi-
cials of investigating agen-
cies in donations via elec-
toral bonds.

A five-judge constitution
bench of the apex court had
on February 15 scrapped the
Centre's electoral bonds
scheme of anonymous polit-
ical funding.

Following a Supreme
Court directive, the State
Bank of India, which was the
authorised seller of electoral
bonds, had shared the data

with the Election Commis-
sion, which later made the
data public. The electoral

bonds scheme, which was
notified by the government
on January 2, 2018, was

pitched as an alternative to
cash donations made to po-
litical parties as part of its ef-
fortsto bring transparency in
political funding.

The plea, filed through ad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan,
has sought a direction to the
authorities to investigate the
source of funding of "shell
companies and loss-making
companies” to various politi-
cal parties, as has been dis-
closed through the electoral
bonds data.

It has also sought a direc-
tion to the authorities to re-
cover the amounts from polit-
ical parties as donated by
companies to them as part of
"quid pro quo arrangements
where these are found to be
proceeds of crime™.

Cong distances itself from Pitroda’s
mherltance tax remarks

NEW DELHI, APR 24:
The Congress on Wednesday
distanced itself from Sam
Pitroda's "inheritance tax"
remarks, saying sensational-
isingthem are attempts at di-
verting attention from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
"malicious" poll campaign.

Pitroda, the president of
the Indian Overseas Con-
gress, had talked about the
inheritance tax law in the
United States and referred to
the "redistribution of wealth"
issue.

AICC general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said Pitroda
has been a mentor, friend,
philosopher, and guide to
many across the world, and
has made numerous and en-
during contributions to In-
dia'sdevelopments.

"Mr Pitroda expresses his
opinions freely on issues he
feels strongly about. Surely,
inademocracy an individual
is at liberty to discuss, ex-
press, and debate his per-
sonal views.

"This does not mean that
Mr. Pitroda's views always
reflect the position of the In-
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dian National Congress.
Many times they do not. Sen-
sationalising his comments
now and tearing them out of
context are deliberate and
desperate attempts at divert-
ing attention away from Mr.
Narendra Modi's malicious
and mischievous election
campaign; that is anchored
only in lies and more lies,"
Ramesh said inaposton X.
With his remarks trigger-
ing a row, Pitroda said on X
that "It is unfortunate that
what | said as an individual
oninheritance taxinthe USis

twisted by Godi media to di-
vertattention from what lies
the PM is spreading about
the Congress manifesto.
PM's comments on Mangal
Sutra and gold snatching is
simplyunreal.”

"l mentioned US inheri-
tance taxinthe USonlyasan
example in my normal con-
versation on TV. Can | not
mention facts ? | said these
are the kind of issues people
will have to discuss and de-
bate.

This has nothing to dowith
the policy of any party in-

cluding Congress," he said.

"Who said 55 percent will
be taken away? Who said
something like this should be
done in India ? Why is BJP
and mediain panic," Pitroda
asked.

Attacking the Congress
over Pitroda’s remarks, Modi
said atarally in Chhattisgarh
that, "The Congress party's
dangerous intentions have
come to fore yet again. Now
these people are saying they
will impose inheritance tax
on properties bequeathed to
children by their parents”.

Home Minister Amit Shah
also flayed Pitroda's re-
marks, saying"The appease-
ment politics of the Congress
stand exposed today with
Sam Pitroda’s statement on
wealth redistribution. He
reaffirmed the party's inten-
tion to seize the property of
the majority and distribute it
among the minority.

"It yet again brings to the
fore that the empowerment
of India's poor, Dalits, youth,
tribes, and backward classes
was never on Congress's
agenda," he said on X.



